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SINGAPORE is not a stranger to
the people of Myanmar, who re-
gard the Republic as a close and
valued friend and pariner in the
region. This was how Myanmar
ambassador to Smgapore, U Hia
Thann, described the closeness
of tics between the two Asean
member countries

Bilateral relations date back
Lo over 50 years ago when both
countries started diplomatic re-
lations with the establishment of
the Myanmar Consul Office on
Sept 4, 1952, later elevated to
embassy level in 1994,

When Myanmar opened up
1o foreign investors in 1989, Sin-
gapore was the fisst to come
knocking. 1t was the top investor
and 36l remains the number one
trade partner through normal
trade with Myanmar

To further increase cooper-
tion at all levels, both countries
cstablished the Singapore-Myan-
mar Joint Ministerinl Working
Committee meeting in 1996.

Under the Technical Cooper-
ation Programme, the Singapore
Government set up a training
centre in Yangon to tmin govern-
ment officials and people from
the private sector. There are also
regular student exchange pro
grammes and scholarship pro-
grammes offered by the Ministry
of Education, Singapore, and Sin-
gapore International Foundation

U Hia Thann hopes to foster
even closer cooperation in the
near future bq on the “very
warm and friendly longstanding
relationship” between the two
countries,

So far, Singapore business-
men have been involved in man-
ufacturing, fisheries and the ho-
tel business in Myanmar. The
ambassador pointed out that
Singaporeans can explore Myan-
llrlt‘.!]rpcd. natural resources
14 such as mining, fisheries,

More than half a
century of cooperation

Bilateral relations between Myanmar and Singapore have grown from
strength to strength for the two regional partners, Myanmar's ambassador to

Singapore tells Geraldine Yeo

“My motto is to
be a facilitator,
not onlr for
people from my
country in the
country | am
posted to, but
also for for-
cigners who
want to deal
with Myanmar.”
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forestry and agriculture There
are abwo uppat e o0 od and
natural gas, deep sea port and
LoD projocts

“Singapore compames have
preat advantage 1o diverufy thes
imvestments in these varas w

tom,” he said

He abwo suggested that Singa
pore bustnessmen could transder
technology and cagetal to create
potnt venituros with Mysnmas co-
terprises, tapping Myanmar's
haghly bicrate manpomrr 10w
ture into neighbouning China
and India

Currently, trade volume be
Tworn the TWO (oustnes amounts
to $1 billion. Singapore Imports
agricultural products such as
beans and pulses, timber, tex.
tabes, prawns and shrimgs, while
exporting diesel tucl, machincry
ports, malk and orouen to My

U Hia Thann ssid. “My motio
s to be a facibitator, mot only for
people rom my country in the
country | am pusted to, bt also
fow Sorvignen who want 1o Soal
with Myanmar I'm bere and |
willl Laclitale amyone indorostod
i Myanmar according (o their
needs.”

In line with this peronal

principle, he has set about build-
ing more cohesion and coopera-
tion among the 30,000-strong
community of Myanmar people
in Singapore. Mar
here as doctors,
ogisls, accour
sailors and construction workers

“If you go to.a footk
like the Tiger Cup semi-final be-
tween our two countries, it will
feel like we're back home,” the
ambassador, himself an ardent
football fan and avid golfer, said
with a smile.

During his four years here as
ambassador, he started the
Myanmar Club in 2001 as a so-
cinl avenue for his people living
and working here, and to en-
courage the promotion of their
country’s unique culture. He also
established the Myanmar Busi-
ness Association in 2002, a net-
working and support platform
for his fellow countrymen en-
gaged in various trades,

He added that Singapore is a
convenient business gateway for
Myanmar businesses to the
South-east Asian region, given
that both countrics base their lc-
gal system on the Briti
mon Law,

The ambassador said: “Singa-
pore has a well-cstablished busi
ness community, What Myanmar
has is a 20-million-strong, easy-
to-train workforee and all kinds
of natural resources that are un
tapped. If our Iwo countrics can
work more together, it will be
benehicial for all.”

He noted that there are about
5,000 students from Myanmar
studying in Singapore’s poly-
technics and universities.

“They will have an under-
standing of Singapore’s business
environment as well as links to
their home country. They can act
as nalural links and bridges for
Singapore companies to venture
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into and partner businesses in
Myanmar,” he said

On the political front, the am-
bassador said that Myanmar Is
moving towands slorming it
self into a modern democratic
nation. On Aug 30, 2003, a col-
lective decision of the State
Peace and Development Council
was formalised in a seven-step
roadmap to democratiss

A crucial step of the process
was The National Cony i
the first s
held on May 17 to July 9, 2004.
There was ' 96 per cent atten-
dance, or 1,088 delegates. The
absentees were the National
e for Democracy (NLD)
and its allies despite being invit-
ed toattend to participate in the
process of building the nation,
the ambassador said

He added: “The country is
enjoying unprecedented p.
and stability and is moving for-
ward. It poses no threat Lo its
neighbours. On the contrary, it is
coopenating with the countries in
the region to promote peace and
stahility, and 10 establish a pros-
perous community of nations.”

A former military man and
the eldest of five children to
farmiers, the ambassador is keen
10 see his countr n a chance
in the world economy, His pas-
sion for his homeland and peo-
ple is obvious: " This is the coun-
tey 1 grew up in. This is the
country 1 will d ‘This is the
people that | love. No m:
where Myanmar people
will always go back home
cause they find thene is no better
place than Myanmar

*] hope Singaporcans will go
and see more of my country -
and love it as much as we do.”

For more information, visit
SO, MY ANMAR.COM OF Wit
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